Radio Club Meeting: 1/15/09

Old Business:

Issue: Jefferson County Open Space Rules and Permit

VP Steve Adcock reported on research that he had done in preparation for upcoming events such as Field Day:

· Pavilions may not be reserved in advance

· Campsites may be reserved in advance

· Generators are not permitted

· Batteries, such as deep cycle marine or car batteries should not be a problem

· Methods were discussed for getting these batteries to a campsite. 

· Use a wagon

· Get the ranger to let one vehicle in to haul the battery and other gear; there was a precedent mentioned for this.

Decision: None

Issue: Fliers for Club Meeting

Public Relations Officer, Michele Adcock, reported that the fliers were done.  She had planned to show the fliers but was unable to due to computer issues.  Various possible locations for posting the fliers were discussed.  There are approximately 250 Amateur radio operators in  zip code 80021.

Decision: Print approximately 10 fliers for distribution

Issue: North Jeffco Amateur Radio League Web Site

· VP Steve Adcock reported that he has established a link on the web site to view the weather data from his home weather station.

· Steve requested pictures of ham shacks

· He requested pictures from activities this weekend

Issue: Financial Report

Treasurer, Dan Rasco, provided a financial report.

Issue: Contacting the International Space Station

· President, DJ Rasco, reported that the antenna is 90% complete.

· Secretary, Stan Adcock, looked up the pass times for 1-17-09 and found that they did not correspond with a Saturday afternoon.  This is important since the ISS crew would only be expected to be able to use the on board ham radio during this time.

Decision: Reschedule based on future pass times corresponding with Saturday afternoons for the crew.  Stan will research further.

Issue: Research Using the ISS Antenna for Use With Other Satellites.

Discussion: In consideration of trying to make a different space related contact this Saturday, the question was brought up about the compatibility of the ISS Antenna with other satellites.  In particular, the thing that is being questioned is the fact that the ISS uses VHF up and down links, but satellites use a combination of VHF and UHF.

Decision: Stan will research this and report back in a special on-the-air meeting scheduled for 7pm Friday.

New Business:

Issue: VHF Radio Contest This Weekend

Discussion included:

· Allowed bands

· Exchange includes grid square and signal report

· Location: White Ranch Pavilion

· Meet at Stan and Michele's house 10:30 am

· Equipment assignments

· Food

Decision: Stan will research grid square for White Ranch and provide it during the on-the-air meeting Friday.

Meeting Adjourned 8:15 pm

Radio Club Meeting On-The-Air: 1/16/09

Issue: Research Using the ISS Antenna for Use With Other Satellites.

Research confirmed that all amateur radio satellites that are operational use VHF/UHF combination.  It is not possible to use the antenna for this purpose.

Decision: No attempt will be made to make a contact through a satellite this weekend.

Issue: VHF Radio Contest This Weekend

The grid square for White Ranch was found to be DM79.

End of on-the-air-meeting notes.

